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PENISTONE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


AHNUALi  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1904. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members,  of  the  Penistone 
^  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  placing  before  you  my  Annual  Report,  I  have  to  record  an 
increase  in  the  death-rate  for  the  year  as  compared  with  that  of  the 
preceding  year.  The  death-rate  for  1903  was,  however,  the  lowest  for 
10  years,  and  the  rate  for  the  past  year,  12 ’5  per  thousand,  compares 
very  favourably  with  the  average  death-rate  for  the  past  ten  years, 
which  is  15  per  thousand.  The  rate  has  been  calculated  on  a  population 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  1904  as  3259.  This  number  is  probably 
somewhat  under  the  actual,  as  39  new  houses  have  been  built  and 
occupied  during  the  year.  The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1904  was  16'2  per  thousand,  and  this,  it  may  be  noted,  was  the  lowest 
on  record. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  actually  occurring  within  the  District 
during  the  year  was  38,  as  against  29  for  the  preceding  year.  This 
gives  a  death-rate  of  11 '6  per  thousand.  To  these,  however,  have  to  be 
added  three  death  of  residents  which  took  place  in  Public  Institutions 


outside 'the  District  ;  1  in  the  Peiiistone  Uuiou  Workhouse  ;  1  in  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester  ;  and  the  third  in  South  Yorkshire  Asylum, 
Wadsley  Bridge,  this  gives  a  corrected  total  of  41  deaths,  with  an  average 
death-rate  of  12*5  per  thousand. 

There  were  16  deaths  under  5  years  of  age,  10  of  these  being 
in  infants  under  1  year,  6  were  in  infants  under  1  month.  Twelve 
deaths  occurred  in  people  over  65  years  of  age,  3  from  72  to  77,  and  4 
from  80  to  87. 

No  deaths  were  recorded  in  June. 

Of  the  total  deaths  10  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
organs,  5  of  these  being  attributed  to  Bronchitis,  and  5  to  other 
Respiratory  diseases.  Nine  deaths  were  due  to  Heart  diseases,  2  to 
Oancer,  2  to  Premature  Birth,  and  3  to  Tubercular  diseases.  Of  the 
Tubercular  diseases  there  was  1  of  Pulmonary  Phthisis,  1  of  Tubercular 
Meningitis,  and  the  other  Tubercular  Peritonitis,  the  two  latter  occurring 
under  5  years  of  age.  One  fatal  case  of  Diphtheria  was  recorded. 

Inquests  were  held  in  the  case  of  4  deaths,  one  of  these  taking 
place  in  Manchester  Infirmary  on  a  platelayer  accidently  killed  on  the 
railway. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  was  10,  which  gives  an 
infant  death-rate  of  106  per  thousand  births  registered.  In  1903  the 
rate  was  88’2.  The  average  for  the  preceding  10  years  was  116,  while 
that  for  England  and  Wales  for  1903  was  146.  Of  the  deaths  under  I 
year,  1  was  due  to  Tuberculosis,  2  to  Respiratory  diseases,  2  to 
Premature  Birth,  and  5  to  other  causes. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  94,  and  this, 
taking  the  estimated  population  as  3259,  gives  a  birth-rate  of  29*1 
rather  below  the  average  of  the  preceding  10  years  which  was  30*1,  but 
exceeding  the  average  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  27*9. 


The  District  during  the  year  was  practically  free  from  Zymotic 
disease,  only  2  cases  being  notified  daring  the  12  months.  One  was  a 
case  of  Diphtheria  in  a  child  under  5  years  which  proved  fatal,  and  the 
other  was  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Considering  the  fact  that  Smallpox 
has  been  more  or  less  prevalent  all  the  year  in  surrounding  towns,  I 
think  the  Disti  ict  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its  fortunate  escape  from  this 
fell  disease. 

During  the  year  several  specimens  were  submitted  to  the 
Bncteriological  Laboratory  at  Wakefield  for  examination,  and  the 
information  supplied  from  this  source  has  been  of  the  greatest  service. 

Twenty-one  nuisances  were  reported  during  the  year  and  27 
abated.  The  cleansing  of  the  closets  and  ashpits  has  been  carried  out 
by  the  Sanitary  Staff,  and  I  consider  the  work  done  by  this  department 
has  on  the  whole  been  verj^  satisfactory.  There  is  still,  however,  no 
attenipt  at  a  systematic  reporting  of  nuisances. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

The  number  of  Workshops  registered  in  the  District  is  7,  con¬ 
sisting  of  2  Bakeshops,  3  Bootmakers,  and  2  not-textile  factories 
Inspections  of  each  of  these  were  made  during  the  year.  The  non¬ 
textile  factories  are  the  Printing  Works  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Wood,  where,  as 
reported  last  year,  the  conditions  as  to  light,  air  space,  ventilation  and 
sanitary  conveniences  are  excellent,  and  the  newly  built  Rug  Factory  of 
Messrs.  Whiteley  Bros.  Here  also,  no  effort  has  been  spared  to  provide 
for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  employees.  The  place  is  well  lighted 
and  with  plenty  of  ventilation,  4  W.C^s.  are  provided,  2  for  the  use  of 
each  sex.  Provision  for  escape  in  case  of  fire  is  ample  there  being  5 
doors  available  in  that  event.  The  necessary  notices  are  posted  in  each 
of  these  factories. 

The  Bakeshops  of  Misses  A.  &  H.  Wood,  Market  Street,  and 
Mrs.  Taylor,  High  Street,  are  as  before  quite  satisfactory. 


The  Bootshops  of  Messrs.  Hudson  &  Birks,  J.  Senior,  and  B.  T. 
Hinchliflfe,  are  also  such  as  to  comply  with  the  regulations. 

In  none  of  these  establishments  is  overtime  worked,  nor  are  any 
outworkers  employed. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  expectations  of  an  ample  and  reliable  water  supply  from  the 
new  compressed  air  pumping  plant  recently  put  down  at  Thurlstone 
were  doomed  to  disappointment,  for  during  the  months  of  May,  June, 
and  July  especially,  the  higher  levels  of  the  town  were  at  times 
absolutely  without  water  and  at  the  best  the  supply  was  highly  unsatis¬ 
factory,  and  the  water  quite  unusable.  The  season  w  as  a  dry  one,  and 
although  rain  fell  on  183  days  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  only 
28'03  inches.  The  average  number  of  rainy  dnys  for  the  past  45  years 
is  147,  and  the  average  rainfall  32*20  inches. 

At  present,  however,  the  water  supply  is  very  much  better,  a 
considerable  supplementary  supply  being  derived  from  the  bore  hole 
at  Newcross.  About  96,000  gallons  in  24  hours  are  derived  from  this 
source.  Thurlstone  pumping  station  yields  over  200,000  gallons,  and 
Racecommon  about  30,000  gallons  in  24  hours.  From  this  Darton  is 
supplied  with  130,000  gallons,  and  the  G.C.  Railway  Co.  use  about 
100,000  gallons  daily. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  important  question  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  of  the  towm 
has  at  last  been  tackled,  and  the  work  is  being  carried  out  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner,  a  great  deal  having  already  been  accomplished. 
The  situation  of  the  outfall  works  seems  to  be  very  well  adapted  for  the 
purpose.  A  brief  general  outline  of  the  scheme  may  be  of  interest.  Up 
to  the  present  the  main  sewer  empties  into  the  Don  below  the  works  of 
Messrs.  Nall.  The  sewer  will  be  carried  across  the  river  and  will  dis¬ 
charge  its  contents  into  a  Septic  Tank,  alongside  of  which  is  a  “Sludge 


Lagoon  ”  for  receiving  the  solid  matter  deposited  in  the  Septic  Tank. 
From  the  Septic  Tank  the  fluid  is  conveyed  to  a  series  of  3  Circular 
Trickling  Filters,  These  are  by  a  special  syphon  arrangement  auto¬ 
matically  brought  into  use  alternately.  The  fluid  is  distributed  over  the 
surface  of  these  filters  by  means  of  revolving  wooden  troughs  which  a^-e 
caused  to  revolve  by  the  force  with  which  the  water  enters  them.  The 
fluid  then  passes  through  a  specially  prepared  Filtration  Area  of 
considerable  extent,  and  eventually  the  effluent  finds  its  way  into  the 
river.  Special  provision  for  storm  water  has  been  made  by  an  ingenious 
arrangement  through  which  sewage  and  storm  water  must  pass  before 
entering  the  Septic  Tank.  When  the  water  reaches  a  certain  height 
admission  to  the  Septic  Tank  is  closed,  and  the  surplus  storm  water  is 
conveyed  beyond  the  Septic  Tank.  This  overflow  water  is  not,  how¬ 
ever,  allowed  to  escape  untreated,  but  is  dealt  with  by  a  special  Storm 
Water  Filter  after  which  it  finds  its  way  into  the  channel  conveying  the 
purified  effluent  to  the  river. 

The  Hospital  for  General  Infectious  Diseases  at  Hoyland  Moor,  is 
now  completed  as  far  as  the  buildings  are  concerned,  the  furnishing  and 
other  internal  fittings  still  having  to  be  carried  out. 

The  Contract  for  dealing  with  the  Sewage  of  Bridge  End  has  now 
been  let  and  the  work  will  be  proceeded  with. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  ROSS,  M.B.,  C.M. 


April  8th,  1905. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


TABLE  C,  1904. 


Penistone  Urban  Sanitary  District. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— James  Alex.  Ross,  M.B.,  C.M. 
Salary— £24. 

Sanitary  Inspector— Henry  Hanwell. 

Salary— £24. 

What  other  positions  does  the  Sanitary  Inspector  fill  ? — None. 
Water  Supply— 

Quality — Good.  Action  on  Lead — None  observed. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1904  ? — New  supply  from  New 
Cross. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ? — Cubley  and  two  houses  at  Bridge 
End. 

Sewerage— 

Is  the  district  systematically  sewered  ? — Yes. 

Is  rainfall  excluded  ? — Yes. 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1904 — 

Sewers — New  sewer  in  Clarel  Street ;  houses  in  High  Street 
connected.  Manholes —  Ventilating  Shafts — 

Any  inadequacy,  and  where  ? — 

Sewage  Disposal — 

System  adopted — 

Any  extensions  in  1904  ? — Outfall  works  commenced. 

Scavenging— 

Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  etc.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  staff, 
by  Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and  Tenants? — Sanitary  Staff. 
Any  inadequacy  of  scavenging  ?— Fairly  satisfactory. 

Adoptive  Acts—  * 

Acts  adopted  during  1904  (or  parts)— None. 

Any  diseases  added  to  Notification  schedule,  e.g.^  Measles,  Chicken- 
pox,  &c. — 

Any  system  of  voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis  ? — 


Bte-Laws— 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1904? — 

(a)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

(h )  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890 — 

Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c.— 

Common  Lodging  Houses — 

Canal  Boats — 

Slaughter  Houses — Number  in  District,  2  ;  registered,  2  ;  inspected, 
2  ;  general  condition,  very  good. 

Cowsheds — Number  in  District,  4;  registered,  4;  inspected,  4; 
general  condition,  good. 

Offensive  Trades — Number  in  District,  ;  inspected,  ;  nature. 

Cowsheds— 

Give  date  of  Regulations  in  force  under  D.C.M.  Order — 

Any  special  inspection  made  during  1904 — No. 

Any  action  taken  by  outside  Authorities,  c.gr.,  ‘  Milk  Clauses  ’  con¬ 
cerning  milk  supplied  from  this  district? — No. 

Infectious  Disease— 

What  disinfecting  apparatus  is  available  ? — None. 

How  are  dwellings  disinfected  ? — Sulphur  candles. 

Any  placards  or  handbills  issued  during  1904?— Spitting  and 
Tuberculosis. 

Schools — 

No.  closed  during  1904  on  account  of  sickness— 0.  Total  duration 
of  such  closure — 

Any  ailment  or  contagious  disease  associated  particularly  with 
school  life  during  1904  ? — Ringworm. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act — 

No.  of  Workshops  in  the  district — 7. 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  1904  -7.  Legal  proceedings— 0 

No.  of  Bakehouses  included  in  above— 2.  No.  of  Underground 
Bakehouses  in  District— 0. 

No.  of  Domestic  Workshops  included  in  above — 5.  No.  of  Domestio 
Factories  in  the  district — 2. 

No.  of  Lists  of  Outworkers  received — 0. 

Any  action  as  to  unwholesome  or  infected  outworkers’  premises  ? — 
No. 


Dwellings— 


Number  of  houses  built  during  1904—39.  General  character— 
Cottage. 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ?  — Bridge  End. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ?— Several  cases. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts — 
No. 

Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made  ? — No. 

Are  records  kept? — No. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1904. 

A.  &  H.  Wood,  bakeshop. 

M.  Wadsworth,  bakeshop. 

Hudson  &  Birks,  bootmakers. 

John  Senior,  bootmaker. 

B.  T.  Hinchliffe,  bootmakers. 

J.  H.  Wood,  printer. 

Whiteley  Bros  ,  rug  makers. 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register,  7. 

Nuisances — 

Total  number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1903 — 7.  At 

close  of  1904 — 5.  Reported  during  1904 — 21.  Abated  during 
1904  -27. 

Total  No.  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  Abatement  of  Nuisances  during 
1904— None. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings— None. 

Number  of  Sink  Wastes  Disconnected  during  1904 — None. 

Number  of  Sink  Wastes  Trapped  during  1904 — None. 

Number  of  Closets  newly  Constructed  during  1904 — 43.  Kinds — 
39  Covered  Privy  Middens,  4  W.C. 

Number  of  Closets  Reconstructed  during  1904 — None.  Kinds — 

Meteorology — 

Mean  Temperature  for  year  1904 —  Rainfall — 

What  a.ction  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters 

Seizure  of  Unsound  Food — Nil.  Prosecutions — Nil. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts— 8.  Prosecutions— 
None. 


Has  there  been  any  poisoning  during  1904  attributable  to  arsenical 
beer? — No.  Ptomaines? — No.  Ijead-coiitaminated  water  ? — No. 


River  Pollution — The  sewage  of  the  town  discharges  ioto  the  River 
Don. 

Smoke  observations  taken  —  Legal  Notices —  Summonses — 

Burial  Grounds — No.  in  District,  2  ;  Any  need  for  (a)  extension  ? — 
No.  (b)  Closure?— 

Mortuaries — No.  in  District  (a)  for  accidents — 0  (b)  other — 

Births  during  1904— Males,  47  ;  Females,  47  ;  Total,  94. 

Number  illegitimate  included  in  the  above— No  return. 

Number  of  Still  Births  (not  included) — No  return. 

Deaths  during  1904 — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in 
the  district,  without  any  correction — 38. 

(2)  Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated-  Males  20,  Females 

21;  41. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above— None. 

Sanitary  Requirements  of  District,  and  Suggestions  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health — 

Outfall  Works  for  the  treatment  of  the  Sewage  of  the  town  have 
been  commenced. 

A  Hospital  for  General  Infectious  Diseases  is  nearing  completion. 

The  Contract  for  dealing  with  the  Sewage  of  Bridge  End  has  been 
let. 
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*  Rates  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  1133. 

Total  Population  at  all  ages  .  3071  I 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . .  .  589  >  At  Census  of  1901. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  .  5  2) 

1 —  Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons 

from  outside  the  District — Nil 

2 —  Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons 

from  the  District — Penistone  Union  Workhouse  ;  Royal  Infirmary, 
Manchester  ;  West  Riding  A.sylum,  Wadsley. 

3 —  Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  distributed  among 

the  several  localities  in  the  District — Nil 
Is  the  Workhouse  within  the  District  ? — No. 
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CASKS  OB"  INB’B:GTI0US  disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 


Notifiable  Disease 

Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages. — Years. 

Under  1 

1  to  5 

5  to  16 

1  5  to  25 

25  to  65j 

65  and 

upwards 

Small  Pox . . 

Cholera . . 

Diphtheria  . . 

Membranous  Croup... 

Erysipelas . .* . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Typhus  Fever  . 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Relapsing  Fever  . 

Continued  Fever . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

Plague  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

Totals . 

2 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Isolation  Hospital. — Nearing  completion  at  Hoyland  Moor. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1904. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

1 

All  Ages 

Under  1 

uTi 

PI  a 
c5 'd 
rH  P 

pi 

5  and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65 

65  and 
upwards. 

Deaths  in  Pu 
Institutior 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup  .  . 

1 

1 

Enteritis  . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

•  •  • 

.  ♦  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  4 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

Phthisis . 

1 

•  •  • 

. .  • 

1 

4  •  4 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases... 

2 

1 

1 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

.  4  4 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

2 

.  •  . 

. . . 

4  4  4 

1 

1 

Bronchitis . 

5 

.  . 

•  • 

4  .  4 

1 

4 

Pneumonia  . 

Pleurisy . 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

1 

.  4  . 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 
Organs  . 

5 

2 

3 

Measles  . 

,  . 

•  •  • 

•  • 

4  4 

4  4  4 

Premature  Birth  . . 

2 

2 

« .  • 

•  • 

4  . 

4  4  4 

4  4  . 

Heart  Diseases . 

9 

♦ .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

5 

Accidents  . 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

•  ,  , 

4  4  4 

All  other  causes  . 

12 

5 

1 

... 

4 

2 

All  causes  . 

41 

10 

6 

,  .  . 

2 

11 

12 

4  4  4 

